Cat Care of Fayette
(770) 716-5651
www.catcareoffayette.com

Pet’s Name

Your Pet Mouse

Also Known As: Domestic Mouse (not to be confused with the species found in a field or attic)
Weight: ½ - 1 ounce
Lifespan: 1-3 Years
Approximate Cost Per Year: $300
As A Children’s Pet: Great for families with children 5 & up, who can clean a cage, measure food, etc.
with adult supervision.
Fun Fact: Offer your pets some straw or shredded paper towels – like most mice, yours may like to build
nests!
Background: Thinking of getting a mouse? You’re in good company. The domestic mouse— not to be
confused with the kind you’d find in a field or attic—has been kept as a pet for centuries.
A mouse measures in at about 3 1/2 inches, not including tail, and weighs just 1/2 to one ounce. While
white (albino) mice are the most common type found in pet stores, fancy mice can be twice the average
size, and come in a wide variety of coat colors and types, from curly and shiny to silver and cinnamon. If
well cared for, mice typically live one to three years.
Mice are curious, charming pets, and will be active at various times throughout the day. However, they
are fragile and should be treated gently, and children caring for them should always be supervised by an
adult.
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Mouse Supply Checklist








10-gallon aquarium (minimum) with wire cover or plastic rodent habitat – Paper based bedding
Small boxes or flower pots
Exercise wheel (solid, no rungs)
Cardboard tubes (recycle from paper towel and toilet paper rolls)
Rodent chow, block or pellet form
Attachable water bottle with drinking tube
Unpainted, untreated piece of wood or safe chew toy

Housing
Mice are very social with members of their own kind, and females will do especially well in a group.
Males can be kept together if introduced at a young age—if introduced when adults, they will fight. If you
plan to keep several males together, however, be certain that you’ve provided enough room. Do not
house males and females together, since mice breed quickly—and often—with large litters.
You can keep three to four mice in a ten-gallon aquarium with a wire cover. There should be several
inches of bedding. Use reprocessed paper products. Avoid cedar and pine shavings at all costs, as these
may cause health problems for your pets.
Don’t forget the furniture! Provide small boxes or plastic igloos for your pets to hide in, and cardboard
tubes for your mice to chew and run through. You can also add a tree branch for them to climb on. Most
mice will enjoy running on an exercise wheel, so be sure to get yours one. Make sure that the wheel has a
solid surface without wire rungs, so your pets’ tails cannot get caught while running. Ladders for
climbing and PVC pipes for tunneling will also be much appreciated by your bright, active pets.
Plastic habitats—the kind designed for hamsters—will also work for mice. However, since mice are
smaller than hamsters, you may need to put small branches in the tubes so the mice can climb up and
down these “steps.” Keep in mind, however, that these plastic habitats can be more difficult to clean. The
ASPCA does not recommend that you keep your mice in a wire cage made for hamsters. These models
may have bars spaced too far apart to keep mice inside. If a person can stick his fingers through the bars,
a young mouse could probably sneak out as well.

Diet
Mice will do well on a good commercial rodent chow, either in block or pellet form. You can find this
food at pet supply stores and feed stores--just be sure the formula you select contains at least 16 percent
protein and 18 percent fiber, and not more than 4 percent fat.
Offer small amounts of fresh fruit and vegetables to your mice every day as treats. Peas, broccoli, carrots,
apples and bananas are good foods to start with, but you may need to experiment to find your pets’
favorites. Please don’t overdo it, though—mice have tiny tummies!
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Fresh, clean water should be available at all times. A water bottle with a drinking tube that attaches to
the side of the cage is the best way to go.
Do not give your mice cabbage, chocolate, corn, candy, junk food, peanuts, uncooked beans or onions.

General Care
Remove droppings, uneaten food and soiled areas of bedding from your pets’ cage every day. Clean the
cage completely once a week by replacing dirty bedding and
wiping down the rest of the cage. Note that male mice will
tend to produce more odor than females, so their cages may
need to be cleaned more often. Like that of all rodents, a
mouse’s sharp front teeth grow continuously. Provide
unpainted, untreated pieces of wood, dog biscuits or safe
chew toys (you can find them at the pet supply store) for your
mice to gnaw on. This is crucial for keeping their teeth in tiptop condition and will prevent dental problems.
Mice are very good jumpers, so you will need to be careful
when you take them out of their cage. You can scoop them up
in your hand or in a paper cup to safely transport them out of
the cage. Never grab mice by the middle or end of the tail, as
this can cause injuries. If you need to catch a mouse quickly,
you can grasp him at the base of the tail and lift him up as you
cup him in your hand.
Did you know that you can tame your mice to sit in your hand
or on your shoulder? Start by feeding your mice treats; once
they’re comfortable accepting treats from your hand, you can
gently pick them up. Talk softly to them, too, and let them get
used to your voice. Gradually increase these sessions as your
pets get used to being handled.
Once your mice are hand-tamed, you can let them out of the cage for supervised exercise everyday. We
recommend a small, secured area where you pets can’t get stuck behind furniture or chew on electrical
wires.

Veterinary Care
Healthy mice should visit the Veterinarian every six months for a checkup to make sure that they are
doing well. If you think one of your mice is sick, don’t delay—seek medical attention immediately.
Common signs that something isn’t right with your mouse may include sneezing, coughing, difficulty
breathing, weight loss and lethargy. Mice are also susceptible to external parasites such as lice. If you
think your animal is infested, a trip to the veterinarian is in order to clear up the infestation.
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